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Kids, we're going on a class field trip
to the American Village in
Montevallo, Alabama! It's a colonial-
style village with old-timey houses,
churches, and museums.




You'll even learn about
George Washington and the
Revolutionary War!




Wait..did she say
George Washington?

Bud, we're going on a
class field trip. And
yes-you'll get to see
George Washington!



| cannot tell a lie..this field
trip shall be legendary.
General Bud Washington,
reporting for duty!




Class, back then, people didn’t
always use money - they traded
and bartered for things they

needed like food or tools. -

And they had to think about
value - how useful something was,
how much people needed it,
or how rare it was.




Don't forget to turnin
your permission slips.
|
/,
Alright, boys and girls - it's
snack time! Take out your snacks,
and remember to be kind
and use yoyr manners.

[
E
»



[ Who wants some
antson alog?

0, Bud! He might've used
twigs back then,
but not celery.



And that
{ cherry tree story?
Total myth!

We'll find out the real deal
on our field trip!




/ This is going to
be the best field
trip ever!

Or practice marching in®
step and staying in line..
just like real soldiers!




| bet they'll even show

us how people used to

trade things instead of
using money.

Like when | traded my
gummy snakes for your
jumbo bubble gum, just

now. Totally worth it!




the sticky end of
that trade!
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ou’re going to love
the National Veterans
Shrine, Bud.

Village where we remember
the brave people who fought
for our freedom.
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: Like your Great- .
Grandpa Joe. He was a 3
soldier who fought in

% \, The war along time

Great-Grandpa Joe?
| didn’t know he wore a
uniform like that!

brave. | think he'd want you to
carry it with you tomorrow.




It's not just shiny; it's valuable
because of what it stands for:
courage, sacrifice, and love
for others




You've lined up side by side, standing with your
captain and sergeant, ready to work together
as a team. You've learned how to stand tall,
follow directions, and stay in formation!




The easiest way to stay in a straight line is to look
at the person on your right. Stand shoulder to
shoulder and walk step by step with them. That's
how real soldiers stay in line—working together!

Follow your captain:
) Promenade.. forward...
MARCH!
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Okay, class, we've arrived! Let’s get off the bus carefully
and march in like good little patriots. Before we get
started, we'll stop by the gift shop, where you can
choose a colonial-style hat, accessory, or souvenir—
something you think has value and is
worth taking home.




Whooa..it’s like | just
walked into a v
history book. This
is going to be
awesome!

We're finally here!
“ A We're in American
Village!







Now, class, let's head to the
courthouse. Some of you will get to
play a role in this colonial meeting.

Iam John Adams. Good people, the time
has come to join as one colony.
Together, we will protect our homes
& share our blessings.

But what about our towns?
Will we lose our freedoms?

No! Each town will keep its own

ways, but together we will trade.
Trade means exchanging goods
or services fairly—like trading eggs
for help fixing a fence.
# 4




How will we

We will barter. Barter means
trading goods or services
without using money, like

trading apples for chickens.

But how do we know|
what to trade?




That's when value comes in.
Value means how much
something is really worth like
a shiny coin might be worth
more than a small pebble.




And what about
our voices? Will

Yes, every voice

matters as we
build this colony
together.




Allin favor of
joining as one
colony, say ‘aye’!

Tis decided! Today
we start a new
colony,and a
bright future for all.




Now it's time to step into the
1700s and experience a
Market Day!

Here, people didn’t always Use
money like we do now. Instead, they
bartered-trading goods or services

And because everyone needs
different things, the value of an item
can change from person to person.




Soif lwanted a feather quill, |

could trade a sack of wheat?
a feather quill. If you offered to

help carry water or mend clothes, [i§
that would be a service!

So something’s value isn't

just about what it costs—
it's about how much someone
needs or wants it!

Well said! Now each of you
has an item. Let’s see what
kinds of trades you can make!




One wooden spinner
for those marbles?

i

that pouch of jerky. Gotta keep
my energy up for more trading!

if you give me that
spool of thread!

Look at that - working together,

bartering fairly, and getting what

you need. Just like they did back
in colonial tfimes!



e

Il give you this for Thafﬁ
And that for this I\

We'll make a trade called barter

Il give you this for that

And that for this '\
Together we'll grow smarter)
Il give you this for that
Not that for this
Its value is much larger
Il give you this for that
Not that for this
Value, trade, and barter







And here’s the real me! My hair is all mine (just with a

little powder), my teeth are... well.. a collection (ivory,

metal, and even a few stubborn ones). And no, | didn’t
chop down that cherry tree. That's just a tall tale!

Whoa! That's
awesome!




Children, long ago, this land was a brand-new
country with no money—no coins, not even a bank.
My name is Alexander Hamilton, and as the first
Secretary of the Treasury, | was asked to help
build America’s money system.

We had to decide what things were worth.
Was it gold?

Was it food?

Or was it courage?

Money helps us trade more easily and fairly,
but wisdom helps us use it well.

And | always knew this: some things can’t be
measured in dollars.




Youngsir, Isee X
something special in '}
your hands. Would ~ }
R you share it with us?

This belonged to my great-
grandfather, Joe. He earned it for
serving our country. My family says it
reminds us to be brave, even when
things are hard.




Now that, my friends, is true
value. Honor. Sacrifice. Memory.
It reminds us that the most
valuable things in life are often
not things at all.




ank you,
Veterans!




Whoa! It’s like a rainbow
exploded!

Each tulip is $2. And look, there’s
kraft paper and tape if you want
to wrap it up like a bouquet!




I'm picking one for

my grandma. She’s That'sa great
in the hospital. ) idea, Billy

My mom is going to
love this!
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/ But what about
\. your mom?

She’'d want your
grandmother

to have it.
Thanks Bud.
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| got this Presidents’ ruler at the
9ift shop. Pretty cool, huh?




Annie, | want you to have it
because | really value our
friendship.

No, Bud, keep your ruler. Remember,
you gave your tulip to Billy when his got |§
crushed, and | gave you one for your
mom. I'd call that a fair trade.

-
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Now | get it. In friendship,
value isn’t always
measured in dollars.

- OGN e
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Sometimes the best
trades are made with
the heart.



Qur Field Trip Memories
T pe——







This is a product of
Alabama Housing Finance Authority

a public corporation providing homeownership
and rental opportunities for Alabamians

© Copyright 2026 AHFA

b, ALABAMA HOUSING
FINANCE AUTHORITY

Come on home, Alabama.



	Cover
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45
	Page 46
	Page 47

